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1. General Rules
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Academic affairs for graduate students of the Master’s Degree Program of International Affairs
(English-taught Program; hereinafter referred to as “the Program”) at Wenzao Ursuline
University of Languages is managed according to the Regulations of Academic Study for the
Master’s Degree Program of International Affairs (English-taught Program; hereinafter referred
to as “the Regulations”) of Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages (hereinafter referred to as
“the University™).
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2. Study period
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The maximum study period for completion of the Program is four years.
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3. Course Requirements
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1. The course requirements for students of the Program are based on the curriculum issued in the
year of enrollment.
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2. The Program office evaluates a student enrolled with the equivalent education level or with a
Bachelor’s degree of a non-relevant program to determine if the student is required to take
relevant undergraduate courses during his/her studies. Undergraduate credits obtained will not
be recognized as the credits for completing the Program, but undergraduate courses completed
may be listed on the transcript for reference.
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4. Credit Waiver
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1. A student who has studied under any other Master’s program may apply for credit waiver
according to the relevant regulations.
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2.The criteria for waiving credits:
(1) Credits must have been obtained within the last seven years.
(2) A maximum of 12 credits may be waived.
(3) The course which a student seeks to waive must be listed in the curriculum, and the
approval of the Program office is required.
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3. Freshmen may only apply for credit waiver once within the defined period after enrollment.
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5. Thesis Advisor
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1. A first-year student may request the appointment of his/her thesis advisor by the end of the
spring semester. He/she needs to submit the thesis advisor application form, and thesis
proposal or research direction (must be related to the Program). After appointment of a thesis
advisor, the student can start to complete the course: Thesis/Academic-Industry Research
Technical Report.
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2. A thesis advisor shall be a teacher of the University with the rank of Assistant Professor or
higher.
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3. A thesis advisor is eligible for membershlp of the oral defense commlttee. If there are two
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thesis advisors, at least one of them shall be the member of the oral defense committee.
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4. Each teacher of the Department of International Affairs may only advise up to two students of
the Program at a time.
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5. Teachers from any other department/graduate institute may only advise one student of the
Program at a time.
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6. If there are two advisors for one student, each advisor will be recognized for advising 0.5
students. Advising a fourth-year graduate student is not included in the count.
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6. Relevant Evaluation Regulation
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Before applying for the Master’s Degree exam, a student enrolled in the 2017 academic year and
later must take and pass the academic ethics education course defined in the University’s
Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Academic Research Ethics Education Course.
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7. Thesis/Technical Report Proposal Review Procedure
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1. During the study of the course: Thesis/Academic-Industry Research Technical Report
(thesis/technical report), a student may discuss thesis writing and research direction with
his/her advisor and apply for a review of the thesis/technical report proposal within the
defined period. The grade awarded for said course is only recognized as the effort made for
study and performance achieved,; it is not the grade given for the “oral defense”.
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2. A student shall select one topic from a wide variety of subject areas of the Program, obtain
approval from his/her thesis advisor and submit a proposal. The review committee of the
thesis proposal consists of three members. The thesis advisor or one of the co-advisors is an
ex officio member of the committee. The other two members shall be one internal teacher
with the rank of Assistant Professor or higher and one external member. Members shall be
recommended by the thesis advisor 20 days prior to proposal review, and reviewed by the
head of the Program office for appointment
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3. Review application deadline: January 10" in the fall semester and July 10" in the spring
semester.
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4. Review deadline: January 31% in the fall semester and July 31% in the spring semester.
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5. Proposal review: Written documents are sent to the committee members by the Program
office. A review shall be done within one month.
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6. Proposal review rating is classified into 3 categories: pass, pass after revision and fail. If
two or more review members give the rating of fail, the proposal is not passed. Another
review may be requested after two months.
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7. If astudent decides to change his/her thesis/technical report topic after submitting the
proposal, he/she shall obtain his/her advisor’s signature for approval and submit the
Thesis/Technical Report Topic Change Application Form. Topic change shall be reported to
the affairs meeting of the Program for reference.
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8. If a student needs to change his/her the5|s advisor under a special circumstance, the request
shall be made in written form and reviewed by the head of the Program. A new proposal
review may be requested upon change approval.
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8. Master’s Thesis and Master’s Degree Exam
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1. If a student obtains the requwed credlts, meets evaluation conditions and passes the thesis
proposal review, he/she may apply for the Thesis/Technical Report Degree Exam two months
after passing the review.
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2. Exam deadline: January 31% in the fall semester and July 31% in the spring semester. Graduation
is not permitted for a late exam.
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3. The Master’s degree exam committee consists of three members. The thesis advisor or one of the
co-advisors is an ex officio member of the committee. The other two members shall be one
internal teacher with the rank of Assistant Professor or higher and one external member. A
part-time teacher of the Program can only serve as the internal teacher. Members shall be
recommended by the thesis advisor and reviewed by the head of the Program for appointment.
If there are more than two co-advisors, one co-advisor shall be the exam committee member. If
two co-advisors are required, the average score given by both co-advisors will be used to
calculate the average score of the exam.
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4. A Master’s degree exam committee member is required to be specialized in the field on which
a student’s thesis is based and meet one of the following conditions:
(1) Assistant professor or higher



(2) Earned a Ph.D. degree

(3) Has academic or professional achievement in neglected or special fields.
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5. A student’s spouse, ex-spouse or relatives within the third degree of consanguinity may not

serve as a member of the Master’s degree exam committee. Any member is also not allowed to

have or have had in-law relationships within the second degree of consanguinity or have other
relationships that may cause conflicts of interest (employment, etc.) with the student. If it is
found that a candidate member has the aforementioned relationship with the student after
recommendation, the member shall voluntarily avoid the conflict of interest. A new member
shall be recommended if a conflict of interest is identified by the Program office.
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6. Members shall attend committee meetings in person. No proxy is allowed. Exams can only be
held when all members are present.
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7.  After reviewing and approving the exam application, the Program office shall submit the
following to the Office of Academic Affairs for a second review and approval: thesis/technical
report, abstract, exam method, time, place, and the members to be appointed for the Master’s
degree exam committee. Exam application is further processed after obtaining approval from
the President. At least one week advance notice will be provided to the student. The exam will
be heled in a fair and transparent manner.
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8. The passing grade is 70 and the highest possible grade that can be earned is 100. An evaluation

can only be done once. The final grade depends on the average grade of grades given by the
present members. When two or more members give the rating of fail, the student does not pass
the exam. If any plagiarism or fraudulence is found in the thesis, the student may not pass the
exam, upon verification by the committee.
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9. A student who fails the exam and whose term of study has not yet expired may apply for
another exam after four months. Only one additional exam can be conducted. The passing grade
as well as the final grade is 70 for the second exam. If the student fails the exam again, he/she

will be expelled from the University based on the final grade of the second exam.
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10. If a student who has already applied for the degree exam is unable to take the exam due to
special circumstances and his/her term of study is not expired; he/she shall fill out the Degree
Exam Cancellation Application Form and submit it to his/her advisor and the head of the
Program for approval before the beginning of the next semester. The Form will be submitted to
the Office of Academic Affairs. The student may apply for the degree exam after semester
registration. If the student fails to cancel the exam within the deadline, he/she will be recognized
as having failed the exam.
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11. After passing the degree exam, a student shall submit four original copies of the
thesis/technical report with signature of the exam members and its electronic file to the
Program office for handling graduation affairs. For a student whose term of study has expired,
late submission leads to expulsion from the University. If a student’s term of study has not
expired, he/she shall register for the next semester and submit the thesis/technical report by the
deadline of the next semester in order to graduate in the next semester. Any student whose
term of study has expired and who has not submitted the thesis/technical report will be
recognized as failing the degree exam and expelled from the University according to relevant
rules.
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12. A student shall disclose the abstract of his/her thesis/technical report online for the national
promotion, which is conducted by the University and National Central Library of the Ministry
of Education, in creating an online thesis and dissertation abstract before completing the
graduate procedure.
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13. The date of graduation is the last day of the semester on which the thesis is submitted. If a
student passes the degree exam in the current semester and does not submit his/her thesis until
the next semester begins, the date of graduation is still the last day of the semester on which
the thesis is submitted.
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14. If any plagiarism or fraudulence is found in the thesis/technical report after the Master’s
degree is granted, the University will revoke the degree upon verifying that such plagiarism or
fraudulence is true. The revocation will be publicly disclosed and the student will be expelled
from the University. Any violation of law shall be handled according to the corresponding
regulations.
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9. Degree Title
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A Master’s of Arts degree is awarded after a student completes the required courses, meets the
evaluation conditions, submits the thesis/technical report and passes the degree exam held by the
Master’s degree exam committee within the defined term.
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10. Supplementary Provisions
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1. For any unstated matters, please refer to the University Act, Degree Conferral Act, Guidelines
for Master’s Degree Exam, Guidelines for Thesis Proposal Review, guidelines for appointing
thesis advisors and oral defense committee members set by various Program offices and other



related regulations.
2. The Regulations become effective after being approved at the College Affairs Meeting and
Academic Affairs Meeting. Amendments must follow the same procedure.



